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2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of the Claims 

Claims 1-22 are pending 

Claims 3-7, 9, 1 2-1 3,16,1 8-1 9, and 21 -22 are preliminarily amended 
Claims 1-22 are rejected herein 

Drawings 

1 . New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121 (d) are required in this 
application because the drawings are not easily reproducible and contain improper 
shading and erasure marks. Applicant is advised to employ the services of a competent 
patent draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no 
longer prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The requirement for corrected 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

3. Page 5, Line 2: "an hinge" should be replaced with "a hinge". This same typo 
appears throughout the specification and claims and should be corrected. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 1 -22 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

5. Claim 1 : "Hinge to be attached" should be replaced with "A hinge to be attached". 
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6. Claims 2-22: "Hinge according to" should be replaced with "The hinge according 
to". 

7. Claim 1 : "a hinge- member (30)" should be replaced with "a hinge-leaf member 
(30)" to be consistent with the claim language which appears later in the claim "the 
hinge-leaf member (30)". 

8. Claim 3: "an undercut broad rib which protrudes the end-stop clamping" should 
be replaced with "an undercut broad rib which protrudes from the end-stop clamping". 

9. Claim 3: "to which undercut guide edges (24)" should be replaced with "to which 
a plurality of undercut guide edges (24)" to provide proper antecedent basis. 

10. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 1 12 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1 2. Claims 1 -22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

1 3. Claims 1 -22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
incomplete for omitting essential elements, such omission amounting to a gap between 
the elements. See MPEP § 2172.01 . The omitted elements are: the structure of the 
"height adjustable within a limited range" limitation. 
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1 4. For Claim 4, the addition of the word "type" or "like" to an otherwise definite 
expression (e.g., "a fold or the like") extends the scope of the expression so as to render 
it indefinite. Ex parte Copenhaver, 109 USPQ 118 (Bd. App. 1955). See MPEP 2173.05 

1 5. For Claim 8, "e.g. a headless set screw (29)" should be cancelled from the claim 
as it is unclear if it is being positively recited. Applicant is encouraged to add this as a 
dependent claim such as "wherein the at least one radial screw is a headless set screw 
(29)". 

1 6. For Claim 1 1 , "the hinge housing member (20) comprises two parallel oblong 
holes (25)" is unclear as claim 1 1 depends from claim 10 which previously recites "an 
opening (25) in the hinge housing member (20)". Examiner believes that claim 1 1 
should read in part "wherein the opening (25) of the hinge housing member (20) 
comprises two parallel oblong holes (25)". 

1 7. For Claim 1 5, "positioned in the upper sleeve member (42) and provided with in 
downward direction axially aligned projections (46)" is unclear. Examiner has taken this 
to mean "positioned in the upper sleeve member (42) and provided with axially aligned 
projections in a downward direction". 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 8. Claim 1 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

1 9. Claims 2-22 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

20. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey O'Brien whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3655. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday 7:30am- 
5:00pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Victor Batson can be reached on 571-272-6987. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jeffrey O'Brien/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3677 

/JO/ 



